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Summer 2015 & October 2015  

PORTLAND – SUMMER 2015  

When you think of racing, some of the biggest names that come to mind like Nascar or Formula 1, start 

their race preparation in South Carolina or Hampshire in England. With only three days until competition, thirty-

two hours of driving ahead, and a lot of work to still be done on the car, the Marquette SAE Baja team set out 

from Milwaukee. During the first day our team traveled all the way to South Dakota where the drivers grabbed 

some sleep and the rest of the team stayed up working on the car through the night. The second day was no 

different, except the team had the big sky of Montana to look at while they worked into the night.  

Day three, the longest day yet of driving, ended with our arrival to Portland. That night it was decided 

that the team would have to set everything aside to finish the car, and work on the car would start bright and 

early. The next three days were some of the toughest days the team has ever faced, but things were finally coming 

together. The countless hours of hard work and lack of sleep payed off; the car was nearly done. The time window 

for technical inspection, which is the key to being able to participate in the endurance race, was drawing to a 

close and only one loose end was left to tie down, the brakes. For a reason that was unknown at the time, the 

brakes on the car were being problematic, preventing the driver from stopping the car safely. Unfortunately, after 

an outstanding effort by the team, the brakes were unable to be fixed. Technical inspection closed, with the key 

to the endurance race having been lost. This was a tragic blow to the team and an unprecedented end to our trip.   
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With a more positive attitude the next day, the team started the long journey home, keeping in mind all 

that we learned and gained from the experience. Most importantly, we left the competition knowing how it feels 

to go so far, come so close and still come up short. Experiencing this once is enough. We will always look back to 

that moment as we strive to be more efficient with our time and manufacturing efforts. Even some of the best 

motorsport teams have failed in their first years as a team, but they stick together and overcome those hurdles.   

The Marquette SAE Baja Team would like to say thank you to everyone who has supported us this past 

year. You have all been so generous to the team, and although we did not deliver on finishing the competition, 

we did the impossible. We completed an outstandingly designed car to spec in a few months. We could not have 

come this far without your support. Please don’t forget that a great amount of the experience was gained during 

this competition and we hope we can count on your continued support. 

October 2015 – Backwoods Baja – Hosted by UW-Stout 

 October 17th. Eagle Racing's second time attending UW Stout's backwoods competition, and the first time 

running Eagle 2. Last year, if you recall, the team suffered a roll over towards the end of the second endurance 

race, bending the frame in two locations. The team spent three months rebuilding Eagle 1, finishing it just in time 

for Michigan Tech's Blizzard Baja. Here is a picture of the car after the roll over and then at Blizzard Baja: 

 

 

 This year at Backwoods proved to be much more exciting with Eagle 2, experiencing only a minor setback. 

Team member Thomas Arlotta started off the endurance race, being second off the line in the Le Mans style 

qualifier. Unfortunately, an electrical grounding issue caused the car to come to a halt about 20 feet from the 

start, forcing the team to start in eighth for the first endurance race. 
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Approximately forty-five minutes into the first endurance race, driver Thomas Arlotta, approached the 

section of the track that contained two simultaneous log obstacles. After going over the second log, the car's 

driver side half shaft sheared at the weld. The car was brought in, and after another forty-five minutes, the 
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shaft was welded and the car was out on the track again, this time with former Eagle Racing president, Jace 

Birschbach, at the wheel. Jace put down a few quick laps before being pulled in for the intermission between 

endurance races.  

 

      The second endurance race proved to be far less eventful and far more competitive. The driver lineup 

was former team welder David Klug, to senior Joseph Weishar, to sophomore Alex Zucca. The car finished 

strong and the team left knowing only minor modifications needed to be done before Blizzard Baja.  

 

Remember to check us out on our website and social media for the latest updates.  

Website: http://www.saebajamarquette.weebly.com 

Facebook: Marquette SAE Baja 

Twitter: @saebajamarquette 

Instagram: Eagle_racing_baja 

http://www.saemarquettebaja.weebly.com/
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THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS!   

 


